The Ancient Worlds of Asia
"King Darayavaush proclaims:
Oramazda hath entrusted to me the lordship of these
lands.
Oramazda hath lent me his aid, That I might win this lordship and hold it. It is the will of Oramazda That I keep the lordship of these lands."
This affirmation of the divine right to rule is not a convention as it became with later monarchs, but was based on the words of the prophet whose doctrine the Great King had made safe by killing Gaumata, his hereditary enemy. In one of the gathas or hymns collected in the Avesta, Zoroaster calls on the future legitimate king to put the Magian to death:
"The deceivers shall themselves be deceived, they shall be abandoned and shall cry aloud: with the faithful satraps he shall bring death and slaughter and shall defeat them and bring peace to the people whose generations shall rest contented: he shall bring them torment and the bond of death and shall soon be the Great King. The impostors are vowed to decay, they who scheme to bring down the just and darken the light of heaven. Where is the prince of light who shall take from them life and liberty? For, Mazda, thine is the Kingdom through which thou givest a better fate to the weak who live under thy law."
In defeating the Magian and professing the doctrine of Zoroaster, Darius had brought about the/warn, the illumination, and thus the mission of Zoroaster was accomplished. This is why he proclaims in an inscription at Susa: "This have I done by the will of Ahuramazda so that I might bring about the illumination over all the earth.
In investing Darius with sovereign dignity, Ahuramazda brought to men the peace of the Achaemenian Empire which lasted more than two hundred years. The pride of the inscriptions of the King of Kings was justified: he was the Saoshyant, the Sotcr, the liberator of Iran.1
1 Art'ltaeologhche Mitteilungen an Iran, Band^ III.
86n the round, framed in stone and set against the rock-face. The great king, as on his tomb described above, is leaning on his bow with his right hand raised to the emblem of Ahuramazda, but here his left foot rests on the body of the defeated Gaumata. Behind him stand two Persians, one with bow and quiver and the other holding a two-handed lance. In front of him, j:heir names carved on the stone, stand the
